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enlightened interest. Some administrators have thought that,
for the Government at least, primary education is the most
important object, and that high education may be left to private
effort. This may, indeed, prove to be true ultimately, and at
all events such is the goal to which ouf policy ought to be
directed. But in the first instance it was important that the
Government should take the initiative with high education.
Without such initiative the Natives had neither the means
nor the inclination to begin the movement.' The establishment
of high education was essential in order to set up a moral
and intellectual standard among the people, and supply
means for conducting the secondary and primary education.
Those who deprecate the maintenance of colleges and high
schools by Government, seem hardly to remember that, without
such institutions, there would not be the means of training
masters for the village schools. Moreover, one legitimate
object of State education is to prepare Natives for the public
service in its various grades and branches. Now Frere under-
stood that, in the earlier stages at least, the Government must
support all kinds of education alike, whether superior or middle-
class or primary. He was ex-officio Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Bombay, and delivered at its convocations several
addresses framed with much care. He strove to develop the
colleges affiliated to it; and next after- them the middle-class
schools. But being well acquainted with the peasantry, he ap-
preciated the importance of primary education, and in his time
much was done to establish the village schools, so- that they
might diffuse knowledge among the agricultural classes which
form the backbone of the population. He doubtless hoped
that as the settlements had secured a proprietary title to the
peasants with the land-tax moderately fixed for long terms of
years, the sense of status prosperity and security would excite
a desire for elementary knowledge. There, as elsewhere in
India, this hope has either been disappointed or its realization
is seen to be but very gradual.

A decided impulse was given at this time to female educa-
tion, both among the higher and humbler classes of the Native